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The Phillips Collection Brings European Masterworks 
to the Cleveland Museum of Art 


Rare traveling show brings Masterpieces by Picasso, Van Gogh, Matisse, Degas, 
Monet, Renoir and others. 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 7, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announces the exhibition Masterworks 
from The Phillips Collection, on view Feb. 20 — May 29, 2005. This extraordinary exhibition features the works 
of 31 of the world’s most famous and beloved artists. While under expansion, The Phillips Collection, in 
Washington D.C., has allowed this unprecedented exhibition of their greatest European paintings to travel the 
country. 

Admission is $10 weekdays and $12 weekends for adults; $9 for seniors and college students; $8 for 
groups of 15 or more; $7 for students ages 6 to 18; free to CMA members and children five and under at all times. 
The audio tour price is included in the price of the ticket. Advance reservations are recommended and are 
available by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. For 
preferred hotels and special hotel packages, see “Special Offers’ on our website. 

The exhibition features 56 celebrated European paintings from the 19th and early 20th centuries. The 
centerpiece of this exhibition features one of the world’s most famous and reproduced French Impressionist 
paintings, Luncheon of the Boating Party (1880-81) by Pierre-Auguste Renoir (French, 1841-1919). This painting 
reflects and celebrates modern life and the new social realities of the late 19th century, featuring Renoir’s young, 
attractive friends dallying over lunch at the Restaurant Fournaise on an island at Chatou, outside Paris. They are 
seen enjoying a beautiful day on the river with food and wine and the company of friends. This masterpiece has 
traveled outside The Phillips Collection only once in the past 15 years, and it is much larger than most 
Impressionist paintings, measuring at 4-1/2 x 6 feet. The exhibition also includes works by Paul Cézanne (French, 
1839-1906), Gustave Courbet (French, 1819-1877), Honoré Daumier (French, 1808-1879), Edgar Degas 
(French, 1834-1917), Vincent van Gogh (Dutch, 1853-1890), Wassily Kandinsky (Russian, 1866-1944), Paul 
Klee (Swiss, 1879-1940), Henri Matisse (French, 1869-1954), Claude Monet (French, 1840-1926) and Pablo 
Picasso (Spanish, 1881—1973), among others. Earlier works by El Greco (Spanish, 1541-1614), Jean-Siméon 
Chardin (French, 1699-1779), Ferdinand-Victor-Eugeéne Delacroix (French, 1798-1863) and Jean-Auguste- 


Dominique Ingres (French, 1780-1867) add to the comprehensive examination of the evolution of modern art. 


(more) 
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Masterworks from The Phillips Collection affords the Cleveland Museum of Art an unprecedented 
opportunity to make a number of compelling comparisons with its own permanent collection. Similar works by 
Vincent van Gogh (Dutch, 1853-1890), Edgar Degas (French, 1834-1917), Odilon Redon (France, 1840-1916), 
Georges Braque (French, 1882—1963) and others will hang adjacent to canvases by the same artists from The 
Phillips Collection. These comparisons offer a unique chance to compare how two institutions collected many of 
the same artists during the 1920s through the 1950s. 

Duncan Phillips (1886-1966), founder of The Phillips Collection, was the heir to the Pittsburgh, Pa., steel 
fortune of Jones and Laughlin. He spent more than 50 years assembling his extraordinary collection of European 
and American works, said to be among the best in private hands. His goal was to acquire works that resonate off 
one another, revealing visual harmonies that tied together the historical masterworks with the art of his own time. 
In 1921 he opened two rooms of his Washington, D.C., family home to the public, becoming the first museum of 
modern art in the country. This exhibition focuses on the European treasures in the museum’s holdings. 

Cleveland Museum of Art Organizes Complementary Exhibition 

An adjacent exhibition will be devoted to 30 works from the Museum’s 19th- and early 20th-century 
photography collection called Drawn with Light: French Photography from the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
on view Feb. 26 — June 8, 2005. Admission 1s free. 

Within the past 15 years, the Museum’s holdings in this area have impressively expanded. The desire to 
represent reality had long been a strong impulse in Western art. With the invention of photography in 1839, this 
new mechanical means provided for an unprecedented level of exactitude. 

The exhibition surveys approximately 30 works by such pictorially inventive and technically 
accomplished 19th- and early 20th-century photographers such as Edouard Baldus (French, 1813-1889), Gustave 
Le Gray (French, 1820-1882), Henri Le Secq (French, 1818-1882), Nadar [Gaspard-Féliz Tournachon] (French, 
1820-1910), Charles Marville (French, 1816-1879), Louis-Rémy Robert (French, 1811-1882) and Eugene Atget 
(French, 1857-1927). The exhibition depicts many of the same subjects examined by the painters from The 
Phillips Collection such as portraiture, landscapes and architectural views, all bathed in glowing light and shade. 

Masterworks from The Phillips Collection has been organized by The Phillips Collection, Washington, 
D.C. Promotional support provided by The Plain Dealer and Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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